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Southern Pacific car ferry "Solano" pulling into the slip at 
Port Costa with engine 2435 and train #1 on the deck. 

built in 1879 and was retired in November, 
inez-Benecia bridge opened for service. 
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Southern Pacific car ferry "Centra Costa" entering the Port 
Costa slip with engine 2438 and train 19 on the deck. 


OVER TifE EDITOR'S TRAINSHEET 
Some of you have asked why 
the greeting last issue to the 
R&LHS and Cal-Nevada. As of 
last issue the Pacific Coast 
Chapter of the Railway & Loco- 
motive Historical Society and 
the California-Nevada Railroad 
Historical Society have joined 
the Northern California Railroad 
Club in adopting the Western 
Railroader as one of their 
official publications, Members 
of all three groups receive the 
Western Railroader as part of 
their membership. On joining 
any of these groups your sub- 
scription will be placed in 
“suspense” and the credit can 
be transferred to a friend or 
used to purchase back copies. 
The feature article "RAIL- 
ROADING ON SAN FRANCISCO BAY" 
was written by Roy Graves in 
cooperation with Francis Guido 
and Edward Planer and appeared 
without illustrations in a re- 
cent issue of Pacific Coast 


- Southern Pacific Co. 


Chapter News. It is copyright 
1953 by Pacific Coast Chapter, 
Railway & Locomotive Historical 
Society, Inc, 


MEETING NOTICES 
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May 18 - "Third Tuesday” meeting 
of the Cal-Nevada at the 

Lakeshore Public Library, Oak- 

land, 

May 20 - "Third Thursday” meet- 
ing of the Northern Cal 

in a coach at Third & Townsend, 

San Francisco, 

May 28 - "Fourth Friday” meet- 

- ing of the Pacific Coast 
Chapter, R&LHS, at Mills Tower, 
220 Bush, San Francisco, 


The Western Railroader 


“For the Western Railfan” 
P.O. BOX 668, SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 


Francis A. Guido, Publisher 
Jack Gibson, John P. Carrick. Associate Editors 
Subscription: Ten issues for a dollar 
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Railroading on 
San Francisco Bay 





Southern Pacific car ferry "Transit" on San Francisco Bay with 
engine 1667 on the front, It had a gross tonnage of 1,566 tons 
and exerted 1,533 horsepower. - S.P. Company photo 





San Francisco, being on a 
peninsula, has always been a 
problem for railroad traffic. 
Except from the south, the 
waters of San Francisco Bay 
have been a “Chinese Wall” 
preventing the entrance of 
trains into the city. For 
passengers the ferries proved 
an easy answer, and, starting 
with the San Francisco & Oak- 
land Railroad in 1863, which 
built a wharf at Gibbons Point 
in Oakland, passengers merely 
transferred to the ferries. 

Freight was another matter. 
The cars had to be unloaded and 
freight placed on the boats and 
cattle driven into pens on the 
decks of the steamers. The 
first railroad car ferry was 
the Central Pacific steamer 
"Oakland" which was equipped to 


carry five railroad freight cars. 
It ran between Alameda Wharf at 


the foot of Pacific Avenue in 
Alameda to Second and King Str- 
eets in San Francisco (a point 


that is inland today due to the 


subsequent filling-in of China 
Basia.) 

The old Oakland wharf was 
extened in 1870 to head into 
the bay in line with Goat Isl- 
and as the Central Pacific had 
hopes of securing possession 
of the island for a terminal. 


The new wharf had its terminus 
some two miles from land at 
Oakland Point, and the pier was 
known as Long Wharf. The frei- 
ght slips were located on the 
north side of Long Wharf. 


In 1870 the Central Pacific 
built a large steam car ferry 
called the "Thoroughfare" at 
its shipyard at Oakland Point 
to run between Long Wharf and 
San Francisco. It was 250 feet 
long, had two tracks, and could 
carry 18 freight cars, 

With Long Wharf in service, 
the Central Pacific ended car 
ferry service from Alameda. In 
1875 the Central Pacific built 
its second car ferry, the "Tra- 
nsit", which was 313 feet long, 
had two tracks, and could carry 
20 freight cars. 

In 1878 freight yards and a 
ferry slip were built at the 
foot of Peralta Street in Oak- 
land adjoining the San Antonio 
Creek jetty, and in 1879 work 
was started on the Oakland Mole. 
In 1881 the Oakland Mole was 
completed and the Long Wharf was 
abandoned, Car ferry operations 
were moved at this time to the 
Peralta Street slip. 

Meantime in San Francisco 
the State Belt Railroad came in- 
to being in 1890 as an isolated 
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bit of trackage on the north 
side of Market Street with a 
ferry slip to receive cars at 


of Lombard and East 
Streets. The “Transit” and the 
"Thoroughfare" brought cars to 
be switched into the piers and 
industries around and under 
Telegraph Hill. Later this 
trackage was dual-gauged for the 
narrow gauge cars from the North 
and South Pacific Coast Railroad 
This trackage was not connected 
with the tracks along the water 
front south of Market Street 
until a much later date. 

The Southern Pacific's San 
Francisco slip was moved to the 
foot of Sixteenth Street near 
Mission Bay in 1904 and an iron 
bridge was erected to extend 
Tiird Street over the lead tra- 
cks. This bridge structure is 
still standing. The Bayshore 
Cut-off was under construction 
at this time and a slip was 
also built at Visitacion Bay 
where the Bayshore yards are 
now located. This slip was 
used only during the construct- 
ion period, however. 

A third car ferry, “Car 
Float No. 2” was built about 
this time and was a double stern 
wheeler with high pressure eng- 


the foot 
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ines, Car barges were also in 
use towed by the Southern Pac- 
ific tugs "Ajax" and "Collis", 
With the construction of the 
Dumbarton Bridge transfer of 
cars by ferry and barges came 
to an end though occasional S, 
P,. barge operations are handl- 
ed by Red Stack tugs. 

The Southern Pacific met the 
problem of the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Rivers in the northern 
part of the Bay with the "Sol- 
ano” which could ferry entire 
trains across Carquinez Straits 
between Port Costa and Benicia. 
When built in 1879, the "Solano" 
was the largest ferry boat in 
the world. It was 420 feet in 
length, had four tracks, and 
could carry 48 freight cars or 
24 passenger cars together with 
the locomotives, When it was 
out of service the “Transit” or 
"Thoroughfare" had to come up 
to replace it. In 1914 the 

Contra Costa™ was built as a 
mate to the "Solano" being the 
same general size, but having 
inclined engines instead of 
walking beams, They remained 


in service until the Martinez 
railroad bridge was opened for 
930. 


service in November, 
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Southern Pacific car ferry “Solano” with a freight train 





crossing Carquinez straits. -- S.P. Co, photo 


Southern Pacific car ferry “Contra Costa" underway between 


Benicia and Port Costa, -- S.P. Co. 
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North Pacific Coast tug “Tiger” and car barge "Transfer 2" 
on San Francisco Bay with a train of narrow gauge cars. 
Photo from collection of Roy Graves 


Another car ferry was con- 
templated across Carquinez 
Straits by the Southern Pac- 
ific between South Vallejo 
and Crockett to carry the 
Calistoga passenger train. 

The ferry "Julia was to be 

converted to a one-track car 
ferry, but the project never 
materialized, 

On the Marin County shore 
the North Pacific Coast Rail- 
road began operating in 1875 
and transferred its narrow 
gauge freight cars on car bar- 
ges towed by the tug "Tiger", 

a side-wheeler built in San 
Francisco in 1875. Two car 
barges, "Transfer No. 1” and 
"Transfer No. 2", were used. 

In 1894 the combination pass- 
enger and car ferry "Sausalito" 
was built for the North Pacific 
Coast by the Fulton Iron Works. 
It was 256 feet long and had 
two tracks on its lower deck, 
When in passenger service haws- 
ers were placed in the track 
grooves. 


A strictly car ferry was 
added in 1903 called the “Lag- 
unitas", It was 280 feet long 
with two tracks. It was a 
stern wheeler and could carry 
ten narrow gauge freight cars, 
The North Pacific Coast was 
taken over by the North Shore 
Railroad in 1903 which built 
a standard gauge electric 
system in Marin County. The 
"Lagunitas" was converted to 
carry both standard and narrow 
gauge cars, The Marin County 
slip was at Sausalito and the 
San Francisco terminus was the 
State Belt slip. 

Another Marin County Line 
was the San Francisco & North 
Pacific which built a standard 
gauge line to Tiburon in 1884, 
it had a car barge and stern- 
wheel tow boat to begin with. 
The company built a huge ca: 
ferry, the "Ukiah" at Tiburon 
in 1890 with engines from the 
Fulton Iron Works. It had two 
tracks and could carry ten 
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Northwestern Pacific car ferry "Lagunitas" at Tiburon in 1917. 
It could carry cight standard gauge freight cars, It was re- 
tired and scrapped about 1923. 





San Francisco & North Pacific car ferry "Ukiah" underway on 
San Francisco Bay. Photo by L. S. Slevin from collection 
of Rey Graves. 
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Santa Fe tug "A. H. Payson" with AT&SF car barge No, 2 enter- 


ing the Tiburon slip in 1917, 
a half-interest in the N.W.P.. 


standard gauge freight cars. It 
was used as a passenver boat on 
holidays to haul the picnic 
crowds although it had no cabin 
on its upper deck, 

After the union of the North 
Shore and the S.F.& N.P. under 
the Northwestern Pacific banner 
the "Ukiah" was made dual gauge 
to handle both standard and 
narrow gauge cars. At one time 
it sunk in the State Belt slip 
when the switch crew took the 
entire cut of cars from one of 
the tracks causing it to list 
so far that water came in the 
port holes. During World War 
I it was used so intensively 
that it had to be rebuilt, but 
it was changed to a passenger 
boat and renamed the "Eureka", 
It is still in service on the 
S.P. run to Oakland Pier. 

In the South Bay the South 
Pacific Coast Railroad had it's 
slip at Alameda Point in Alam- 
eda and transferred it's narrow 
gauge cars on the combination 
ferry “Garden City" which was 
equipped with tracks on its 
main deck, The passenger slip 
was later moved out on a wharf 
some mile and a half into the 


At the time the Santa Fe owned 
Photo from W. A. Silvertorn 


bay, but the freight slip stay- 
ed at Alameda Point until oper- 
ations ended with the standard 
gauging of the line by the S.P. 
in 1906. The Fulton Iron Works 
built the combination ferry 
"Encinal" in 1887-88 for the 
South Pacific Coast which was 
also used in car ferry service, 
Some reports state that the 
SPC ferries "Bay City” and 
"Newark" were equipped with 
tracks, but this author recalls 
otherwise, 

The Santa Fe entered the car 
transfer service through the 
San Francisco & San Joaquin 
Valley Railroad in 1899 which 
had its terminal at Ferry Point 
in Richmond, The San Francisco 
slip was at the foot of Spear 
Street, about where Brannan St- 
reet is today. It was isolated 
trackage in San Francisco at 
the time, The Santa Fe has used 
car barges exclusively, start- 
ing with the tugs "A. He Payson" 
"R.P. Ripley" and “Richmond”. 
The San Francisco operations 
were moved south of China Basin 
about 1902 to its present locat- 
ion. The Santa Fe barges also 
serve an isolated bit of track 
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Santa Fe tug "W.P. Storey" and AT&SF car barge No. 5 on San 
Francisco Bay in February, 1946. Photo by Donald M. Gunn 





Western Pacific car barge No. 2 at Western Pacific picr in 
Oakland, Photo from Ken Kidder 
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On deck of the Sacramento Northern car ferry "Ramon" during 
a railfan excursion with MW 302 in fore ground, 





Head-on view of Sacramento Northern car ferry "Ramon" during 


a railfan cxcursion with MW 302, Note three sets of tracks, 
Center track used for up to 3 cars; otherwise split between 
two outside tracks, 
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in Oakland at the foot of Alice 
Street behind the Oakland Aud- 
itorium as well as the Alameda 
Belt Line slip in Alameda. The 
Santa Fe operates extensive car 
barge operations using modern 
streamlined tugs. Its present 
day operations include serving 
the Northwestern Pacific out of 
Tiburon. 

i The Western Pacific entered 
] the car transfer service in 

a 1908 with a slip at the mouth 

é of San Antonio Creek in Oakland 
and a San Francisco slip at 
24th Street near Islais Creek. 
It uses car barges exclusively 
with the Western Pacific tugs 
"Virgil G. Bouge"(since sunk), 
"Hercules" and "Humicona™., The 
W.P. had plans even as late as 
1931 to build a line around the 
bay, but the 1932 depression 
caused the plan to be abandon- 
ed, The tugs are now radio- 
equipped. 











Sacramento Northern car ferry "Ramon" underway with two 
interurban cars on deck during the days of passenger ser- 
vice. - Photo by Fred Fellow 


The only remaining car ferry 
is the Sacramento Northern's 
"Ramon" used to cross the Sac- 
ramento and San Joaquin Rivers 
between Mallard and Chipps. 

The run was started in 1912 by 
the Oakland, Antioch & Eastern 
with the wooden car ferry "Bri- 
dgit” which was gasoline power- 
ed and could carry six inter- 
urban cars. The "Bridgit” burn- 
ed the following year and was 
immediately replaced by the 
steel hulled "Ramon". The 
"Ramon" is also gasoline power- 
ed and had a capacity of six 
interurban cars, Dispite the 
end of passenger service the 
"Ramon" saw active service up 
until recently when trackage 
arrangements via the Santa Fe 
made it less important. It is 
now reported that the Coast 
Guard has recomended extensive 
changes and repairs and it has 
been taken out of service for 
an indefinate period, 
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CLEARING OUT THE YARDS 


Cleaning up the odds and ends of rail- 
road news, the short haul local stuff 
and LCL. 


NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC 183 
TO BE USED ON R&LHS EXCURSION 
NWP ten-wheeler 183 will be 
used on the May 23 railfan trip 
between Sacramento and Oak land 
it has been announced by Fred 
Stindt, Chairman of the Pacific 
Coast Chapter, R&LHS, This may 
be the last time an excursion 
train will be hauled by an NWP 
steam engine. There are no 
steam.engines in service on the 
NWP and the 180's may have a 
short life on the SP's Western 
Division, 


CERA ANNOUNCES BULLETIN 

The Central Electric Railfans 
have announced a 154 page book 
on “Electric Railways of Wiscon- 
sin" on the same order as their 
book last year on the lines in 
Ohio, The 1953 book is $7.50 
per copy. Write: Central Elec- 
tric Railfan&* Ass'n, P.O. Box 
503, Chicago 90, Illinois. 





| Help the Cable Car Committee 
Build Up a War Chest 


Become a member—donate $1.00 or more— 


Citizens Committee to Save the Cable Cars 
8 Fair Oaks Street, San Francisco 10 
Miss Sulina Retto, Treasurer 


Receipt and membership card will be mailed to you. 








D&RGW NARROW GAUGE TRIP 
OVER THE MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
Fans in the Rocky Mountain 
area should check with the 
Rocky Mountain Railroad Club 
P.O. Box 2391, Denver 1, Colo., 
for details of a narrow gauge 
excursion reportedly being plan- 
ned for the Memorial Day week- 
end from Alamosa to Durango and 
Silverton, 


BIG CROWD ON NOR-CAL 
EXCURSION TO LOS GATOS 

A crowd of 350 passengers 
were on board the SP special 
train to Los Gatos 4/25. The 
Wildcat Railroad made a big 
hit with everyone, especially 
the younger set, 
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SACRAMENTO NORTHERN 
OPENS ARCADE TRESTLE 

The first train on the newly 
rebuilt Arcade Trestle ran on 
April 6th. The line is being 
used to serve the Suisun-Fair- 
field area, : 

The steel trains to Pitts- 
burg continue to run via the 
trackage rights over the Santa 
Fe and the "Ramon" is now out 
of service, 

It is reported that the Coast 
Guard has ordered extensive 
changes and repairs to the car 
ferry if it is to again operate, 

Western Pacific diesel 605 
is being used on the SN south 
of Sacramento over the Arcade 
trestle. The SN switched to 
the WP bridge across the Amer- 
ican River 3/25; the SN bridge 
is being sold to carry a sewer 
line for North Sacramento, 


ZEPHYRETTE-PROSPECTOR ‘TRAIN 
CONNECTION UNDER NEW SCHEDULE 
As of April 25th the Western 

Pacific's Zephyrette set its 
eastbound schedule three hours 
earlier to effect a connection 
with the D&RGW Prospector at 
Salt Lake City. The westbound 
schedules have connected from 
the start, 


UNION PACIFIC FREIGHT WRECK 

21 cars of a 72 car Portland- 
Seattle UP freight train were 
involved in a wreck on a blaz- 
ing trestle at Steilacoom, 
Washington 3/28. 12 cars Caught 
fire and 8 plunged into Puget 
Sound, 


SANTA FE "ALL-DIESEL" 

The Santa Fe annual report 
states that as of 12/31/53 there 
were no steam locomotives in 
active service anywiiere on the 
Santa Fe lines, but steam eng- 
ines in good condition are 
available for seasonal peaks. 


BAY AREA TRANSIT SURVEY 
NOW BEING CARRIED OUT 

A comprehensive travel sur- 
vey of the 9 Bay Area counties 
is now being made for the Bay 
Area Rapid Transit Committee. 
Autoists and transit riders are 
being questioned as to routes, 
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Southern Pacific RDC-1 Budd car SP-10 now in service between 


Sacramento and Oakland Pier on 


has added train nwiber indicators on front and rear, 


The S.P. 
Note 


trains 229 and 246. 


alse the high back seats for more comfortable riding. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC'S NEW 
BUDD CAR GOES INTO SERVICE 

The Southern Pacific put its 
new Budd car into service ahead 
of schedule on Sunday, April 4 
on the Sacramento-Oakland train. 
The new schedule went into eff- 
ect April 25 with a faster time 
for the one-car train. 


AUTO FERRY RENTED FOR 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC SERVICE 

The Richmond-San Rafael auto 
ferry "Sierra Nevada” was rent- 
ed on a day to day basis when 
the "Sacramento" required repairs 
recently. Tine “Eureka” which 
was the standby was also under- 
going repairs. 


LAMARR STREET ROUNDHOUSE 
IN LOS ANGELES SHUT DOWN 
All steam power in Los Angel- 

es has been transferred to Taylor 
Roundhouse and LaMarr Street has 
been closed, Steam engines 4430 
through 4439 have been placed in 
storage as are 4401 through 4409, 
4470 -through 4473 plus 50% of the 
4410-4429 group. Happier note 
was regarding the opening of the 
Tucson shops to prepare motive 
power in that area for the sunmm- 
er rush, 

BACK COPIES AVAILABLE 

Subscribers interested in 

back copies of THE WESTERN 
RAILRCQ(ADER should drop a card 

to P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, 
Calif., for a list. 


Photo by Arthur Lloyd 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
MOTIVE POWER REPORT 

The following S.P. engines 
have been scrapped: 


2481 Bayshore 3/8/54 
2564 Sacramento 3/5/54 
2584 Portland 3/9/54 
3276 Sacramento 3/5/54 
3667 Los Angeles 3/16/54 
3716 Los Angeles 3/25/54 
4462 Sacramento 3/5/54 
5007 Portland 3/26/54 


Some 69 more engines which 
have been retired await scrap- 
ping. 

In the next month the last 
of the 5000 class three-cylind- 
er locomotives will have been 
retired as the remaining engin- 
es of this class are in use 
between Eugene and Portland 
and are being replaced by 1750 
hope EMD diesels (5340-5371) to 
be operated in multiple units, 

For all intents and purposes 
the Bayshore Shops have been 
closed for heavy repairs on st- 
eam locomotives, Announced as 
"temporary" the diesels may make 
it permanent, 


THREE DIESELS SET 
FOR S.P. COMMUTE RUNS 

Three 1750 h.p. diesels are 
on order for June delivery to 
be used on off-peak runs down 
the Peninsula, Steam will be 
"King" on the rush-hour trains 
for some time to come however, 
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Cal Cable 
Cuts Start 
On May 16 


By RICHARD REINHARDT 

The Hyde-Jones-O’Farrell 
cable car line and the Cali- 
fornia street cable car line 
west of Van Ness avenue 
will die May 16. The Public 
Utilities Commission passed 
the execution order yesterday. 

A new bus line—the No. 80— 
will be created on May 16 to 
serve the Russian Hill residents 
who now’ use the clanging 
maroon cars of the Hyde line. 
More buses will be added to 
the No. 55 bus on Sacramento 
street to handle the former 
passengers of the California 
street line. 

EARLIER VOTE 

The cable car abandonments 
were voted by the Public Utili- 
ties Commission and approved 
by the Board of Supervisors jin 
January over one of the most 
spontaneous outbursts of civic 
indignation in the memory of 
most San Franciscans. Subse- 
quently, the Utilities Commis- 
sion voted in favor of a system 
Plan B. 

(Plan B was so named by 
Colonel Marmion D. Mills, the 
former special consultant to the 
Municipal Railway, to distin- 
guish it from an earlier pro- 
posal to trim parts of the cable 
system.) 

Plan B will appear on the 
June election ballot. It calls for 
shucking off the western por- 
tions of the California street 
line from Van Ness avenue. 
DIFFERENT CUTS 

Instead of totally removing 
the Hyde-Jones-O’Farrell line, 
Plan B creates a new Powell- 
Hyde line and cuts off the 
Washington and Jackson, street 
legs of the present Powell line. 

James H. Turner, the utili- 
ties manager, called yesterday's 
decision on the cables “the first 
step towards improving. the 
lines.” 

Asked later what he thought 
the effect of the abandonments 
would be on Plan B's chances 
at the election, Turner said: 

“Well, I certainly think this 
will help Plan B. People will see 
the advantages of a_ consoli- 
dated cable car system.” 
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OPPOSITION VOICED 

The Citizens’ Committee to 
Save the Cable Cars was not 
startled by yesterday's deci- 
sion. 

“We were waiting for this,” 
sald Mrs. Hans Klussmann, the 
president of the group. “If 
they're foolish enough to start 
it, then that will be ammunition 
for us. We think there's the 
possibility of getting an injunc- 
tion to stopsthe abandonments 
on the grounds that it would 
be against the interests of the 
people—thousands of people — 
who: are signing petitions to 
keep all the cars going.” 

The Citizens’ Committee has 
been collecting signatures on a 
petition to put a measure on 
the November election ballot to 
keep the entire cable car system 


intact. 
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Pian B—On the June ballot 


The May 16 abandonment date 
was suggested by Charles Miller, 
manager of the Muni, who said 
sign-ups of carmen to work on 
other lines would be completed 
by then. 

Miller has said frequently 
that the approved cable car 
abandonments should be made 
as soon as possible. The Jones 
street shuttle was shut down 
early in February, and at that 
time Miller said the other cur- 
tailments would be ordered be- 
fore June. 

“We've already voted to aban- 
don the lines,” said Oliyer 
Rousseau, president of the utili- 
ties commission. “All we need 
to do is follow the recommenda- 
tions of the general manager.” 

Yesterday's decision on the 
cables was made with the Util- 
ities Commission's own distinc- 
tive blend of parliamentary pro- 
cedure and secret-ritual. 

A 4 p. m., during the Com. 
mission's two-hour “conference” 
(a meeting open to the press 
but not to the general public) 
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the five Commissioners voted 
unanimously to accept May 16 
as the date for cable car cuts, 
‘OPEN MEETING’ 

“Well, we'll vote on it at the 
open meeting,” Commission 
President Rousseau then added, ’ 

The “open meeting” lasted 
from 5 until 7 p. m. and was 
formally adjourned. After ad. 
journment, the commission took 
up the cable car question again 
and once more voted unani- 
mously to accept the May 16 
date. 

“It’s really not necessary for 
you to vote on it AT ALL,” 
Turner said. “You've already 
approved the abandonments, 
and the Supervisors have ap- 
proved them. All you're doing 
now is accepting a suggestion 
by the railway manager.” 

And the Citizens Committee 
to Save the Cable Cars hopes 
to whip Plan B. Energetic Mrs. 
Hans Klussmann outlined her at- 
tack-on the measure. She intends 
to tell the people that the plan 
won’t solve the current traffic 
problem, is based on misleading 
figures as to expense, violates 
the spirit of the’city charter, and 
wil) mean the eventual demise 


Excursion Calendar 


May 23—R&LHS— 
eduaine az —Sacramento, 





then 
Sacto shops, or city 


0! 

May 29-30-31—Central Coast—Arcata 
& Mad River Centennial Celebration, 
ofdest railroad west of the Rockies. Day 
rides on the NWP Sat., Mon., with Sun- 
day on the A&MR and Northern Red- 
wood Lumber Co. logging line. Rail 
fare $20.00 from San Rafael. 


une 6—R&LHS—ST&E using club- 
owned coach #6. 
June 13—Cen. Coast — San Joaquin 


River boat trip from Stockton 

June 18-19-20—R&LHS, Cal-Nevada— 
Dansmuir RR Days with side trip to 
Ashland. 


July 10-11—Nor-Cal—WP Budd « car to 
Quiney 0 Quiney RR to Quine 

Aug Cen. Coast, Nor-Cal, Crl- 
Nevada, TREL HS—Joint picnic to Big 
Trees 


Aug. 7—BAERA—Sacramento North- 

ern to Sacramento and Woodland 
ug —SP to Davenport 

Sept LHS — NWP and Cal 
Western one day ‘round trip 

Sept. 26—Nor-Cal—WP 94 to Sar 
and Carbona. ; 

Oct. 10—Cal-Nevada—WP and Feath- 
er River Railway. 

Oct. 24—Nor-Cal—SN to Pittsburg 

Information can be obtained from the 
following addresses } 


Jose 


Central Coast Railway Club—Merle 
Fagundes, 2009 Johnston Ave., San Jo: 
Cali 

Northern California Railroad ¢ “lub 
Al a 502 Dale View, Belmont 
Cali 

Railway & Locomotive His‘orical S¢ 


cietv—J Turner, 1739 Berkeley Wa 
Berkeley, Calif 

California-Nevada Railroad Histori- 
cal Society—Arthur Lloyd r 3533 
Pasadena Dr., San Mateo, Calif 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn 


Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., Berk- 
€ y 27, Calif. 
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| C. of C. Urges 





Berkeley 4/14 


‘F’ Line Buses 
The Berkeley Chamber of 
Commerce suggested yesterday 
that the Key System should be 
permitted to substitute buses 
for its “F” line transbay trains. 
The suggestion came in the 
form of a resolution approved 
by the Chamber at a Monday 
night meeting and directed to 
the Berkeley City Council. . 
The Chamber reported Key 
officials say they would be able 
to cut service intervals from 30 
to {5'minutes by using buses on 

















the “F” line. The line runs from 
the terminal in San Francisco 
to Solano Avenue in Albany, 
through downtown Berkelev. 

Key officials, who have al-| 
ways favored elimination of 
transbay train service, said‘ yes- 
terday they would be happy to 
negotiate elimination of the 
line. Such a change would re- 
quire approval of the State 
Public Utilities Commission. 

The Chamber also urged the 
Berkeley City Council to waive 
Key franchise taxes as request- 
ed by the company, explaining 
it feared the company might 
pass into public ownership if 
the financial burden remains 
too great. The Chamber unani- 
mously voted its opposition to 
publie ownership. 

The franchise taxes are due to 
come up at 2 p. m next Tuesday 
when representatives of the 11 
East Bay cities served by the 
Key System meet in the Oak- 
land City Hall to consider the 








company’s waiver request. 





Metro Asks 4/1. 
Bus Use on 
San Pedro Run 


Metropolitan Coach Lines yes- 
terday applied to the State Pub- 
lie Utilities Commission and 
the Los Angeles Board of Pub- 
lic Utilities and Transportation 
to replace streetcars on the Los 
Angeles-San Pedro run with 
busses. 

The company proposed to 
operate 13 new 48-passenger 
motor coaches over the line 
now served by streetcars. 

Haugh said operating costs of 
the streetcars gre excessive 
and that a switch to busses 
would drop expenses $280,000 a 
year. 


Oakland Hears 
Plan to Drop 
,. @6n9 ° 

Key's ‘A’ Train | 

A plan to abandon the Key 
System’s trans-bay “A” train in 
favor of buses was urged last 
night at a pre-meeting session 
of the Oakland City Council by 
Warren T. Isaacs, manager of 
the Oakland Downtown Mer- 
chants Association. 4 ): 28 | 

The council took no action on 
the suggestion. Mayor Clifford) 
E. Rishell, however, asked) 
Isaacs to talk to Key System 
about his plan. 








E, BAY DELAYS 
TT 


East Bay leaders yesterday 
decided to defer action on a plan 
to establish a transit district 
until the proposal can be sub- 
mitted to the next regular legis- 
lative session. 

The  Alameda-Contra Costa 
Transit Committee had planned 
to ask Governor Knight to put 
the transit district plan on the 
current special session. agenda. 
But yesterday the transit group 
voted to ask State Senator Ar- 
thur Breed Jr. and Assembly- 
mar Walter Dahl, Piedmont, to 
set up legislative machinery for 
next year. 


GROUPS URGE ACTION. 


Establishment of an East Bay 
transit district has been urged 
by many groups as a solution to 
general dissatisfaction with Key 
System’s service and rate in- 
creases. 


Monorail Survey 
For S.F. Started 


A survey for a San Francisco 
monorail system has been 
started by Pereria & Luckman, 
Los Angeles architectural and 
engincering firm, George D. 
Roberts said tod in Los 
Angeles. 

Roberts said the survey is in 
conjunction with his construction 
co., and is being made at the 
request of Supervisor Marvin 


| Lewis at no cost to the city. 





Key Asks New Corporation Setup 





The Key System’s holding com- 
pany, Railway Equipment & 
Realty Co. of Delaware, yester- 
day asked the California Public 
Utilities Commission for per- 
mission to sell Key System’s roll- 
ing stock . anew “ory ~ 

ration, Ba r ‘ul - 
a Corp. 7 472i 

The reason, the pettiion said, 
is to avoid a possible accusation 
against Railway Equipment & 


Realty of violating California 
law. The PUC has ruled that 
Railway Equipment is a public 
utility and subject to PUC regu- 
lation (it rents cars and buses to 
Key System); the ruling is be- 
ing appealed to the California Su- 
preme Court. 

The court could rule against 
Railway Equipment, sustaining 
the PUC finding that it is a pub- 





lic utility. But it is a Delaware 


corporation, and out-of-state cor- 
porations are forbidden to en- 
gage in the public utilities busi- 
ness in California. 

The present Key System roll- 
ing stock, now leased to Key by 
RE&R, would be “‘sold’’ to Bay 
Area Public Service for 57,000 
shares of $1 par stock. 

RE&R would continue to own 
centrolling shares in Key. 








The Western Railroader @ Page Fifteen 


Railway Strike 
Delay Ordered 
On NW Pacific 


Arbitration Halts 
Planned Walkout 

A strike scheduled for 6 a. m. 
Friday against the Northwestern 
Pacific Railroad was postponed 
yesterday when the National 
Mediation Board offered to arbi- 
trate a dispute over a wage 
award. 4/14 

H. F. Brown, spokesman for 
the Order of Railway Conduc- 
tors, said the union’s national 
representative notified him of 
the postponement. 

The walkout was called by the 
conductors, who were to have 
been joined by the Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Engineers, 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Fire- 
men and Enginemen .and 
Brotherhood of Railroad Train- 
men, representing 500 of the 
company’s employes. Brown said 
the railroad refused to comply 
with 1953 pay awards of a spe- 
cial arbitration board. 

A Northwestern Pacific spokes- 
man said the claims are ‘“with- 
out merit’”’ because “rules which 
they rely upon have been super- 
seded by the agreemnts negoti- 
ated by the railroads and labor 
organizations May 23, 1952, and 
by an arbitration award dated 
Dec. 3, 1952.” 


Freight Leaves 


Tracks, Burns 


ANTIOCH — The Southern 
Pacifie’s San Joaquin valley line 
was blocked near here last night 
and early today by a fiery freight 
train derailment. 4/2] 

No one was hurt when seven 
cars of a westbound freight ran 
off the track, apparently the re- 
sult of mechanical failure, the rail- 





road said. 


S.P. Drops 108 
More Bay Workers 


Southern Pacific announced 
yesterday it has had to lay off 
108 more railroad shop workers 
in the Bay Area because of a 
local traffic decline. 4/13 

Ninety were dropped at the 
Bayshore shops, 18 in Oakland 
and three at the Third and 
Townsend-sts depot. 

The company has laid off 141 
workers in its Sparks, Nev., since 
Jan, 1 because of a traffic slump. 


° 
Rail Merger Plea 
. ” 
Denied in Fresno 
The State utilities commission 
yesterday refused a rehearing 
on Fresno’s petition for con- 
solidation of track facilities of 
the Santa Fe and Southern Pa- 
cific within the city. 
The commission reiterated 
that the question was one for 


the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, 

















City Atty. Dion Holm has been 
asked to chart a course San 
Francisco can follow to end the 
Southern Pacific traffic blockade 
on Fourth-st. 3/25 

The request was made by 
Chief Adm. Ofcr. Thomas A. 
Brooks, who this week directed 
Works Dir. Sherman P. Duckel 
not to approve renewal of South- 
ern Pacific's permit to block 
Fourth-st with trains. All the 
company’s franchises on track- 
age within San Francisco expired 
Tuesday. 

Company 








and city officials 


City Seeks Plan of Action 
In 4th-st Overpass Fight 





have been unable to agree on 
proposals that the company fi- 
nance a four-million-dollar via- 
duct to carry traffic over the 
tracks. 

Brooks and Duckel said the 
city needs Fourth-st for incor- 
poration into its one-way street 
pattern and to end congestion 
on the Third-st bridge. 

“We have a perfectly good 
bridge on Fourth,” Duckel ex- 
plained, “but nobody uses it be- 
cause they know if they drive 
on Fourth-st they will probably 
barge right into a stone wall of 
trains.” 
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SP Speeds Up 
Freight Time 


New Schedule 
Is Announced 4/13 


Southern Pacific Co. today an- 
nounced a faster freight schedule 
from its California points to the 
Pacific Northwest and an expe- 


~dited freight service for fresh 


fruits and fresh vegetables to 
Chicago from the rail concentra- 
tion points of Colton and Rose- 
ville. 

In making the announcement, 
P. P. Dougherty, freight traffic 
manager of the railroad’s central 
district, said the faster service 
to the Northwest gives a full day 
quicker delivery for freight at 
Portland and Seattle. 

Chicago Speedup 

The expedited 62-hour service 
to Chicago provides sixth morn 
ing arrival for perishables at far 
eastern points, compared with 
ninth morning on regular freight 
schedules, he said. 

Operating from Los Angeles 
through the San Joaquin Valley 
to Roseville, where cars from 
San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose- 
Sacramento areas are added, the 
fast freight train to the North- 
west cuts 11 hours off its previous 
running time to Portland. 

This makes possible third 
morning deliveries in Portland 
of freight from the Central Cali- 
fornia points, and fourth morn- 
ing deliveries of Los Angeles 
area freight, in each instance a 
full day faster handling than for- 
merly, Mr. Dougherty explained. 


Santa Fe Readies 
New Fast ‘Chief 


A new streamlined “Chief” 
will go into service between 
Oakland and Chicago June 6. 
making the run in just over 47 
hours, the Santa Fe Railway an- 
nounced today. 

The “Chief” will p 
Santa Fe depot at 40th St and 
San Pablo Ave., | 


leave the 


Emeryville, 
daily at 11:25 a.m. and arrive In 
Chicago 47 hours and 20 minutes 
later. It will arrive here # 


1:05 p.m. daily. 
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